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Construction and Identification of Enterohemorrhagic Escherichia coli
0157: H7 Deficient in Stx Hly and ToxB Expression

ZHANG Xue-han HE Kong-wang ZHAO Pan-deng LUAN Xiao-ting YE Qing
WEN Li-bin NI Yanxiu ZHOU Jun-ming LI Bin WANG Xiao-min GUO Rongi
YU Zheng-yu MAO Ai-hua LU Li=xin
( Institute of Veterinary Medicine Jiangsu Academy of Agricultural Sciences Key Laboratory of
Animal Diseases Diagnostic and Immunology Ministry of Agriculture National Center for

Engineering Research of Veterinary Bio—products Nanjing 210014 China)

Abstract: Enterohemorrhagic Escherichia coli 0157: H7 is a foodborne and zoonotic pathogen. Shiga toxin
( Stx) haemolysin( Hly) and ToxB are the major virulent factors of O157: H7. Therefore the objective of this study
is to construct the stx hly toxB-knockout strain for develop O157: H7 attenuated vaccine. The O157: H7 ( Ahly
Astx AtoxB) was constructed by choosing the sm10 complement cells and the suicide plasmid pMEG375 containing
homologous arms of stx hly and toxB upward and downward genes to study their effect on O157: H7 intestinal colo—
nization of streptomycin-treated mice and adherence to HEp2 cells. The results from PCR and Western blotting
methods showed that stx hly and toxB genes were successfully replaced with the Gentamicin Spectinomycin and Ka—
namycin gene cassettes by allelic exchanges. Also the O157: H7( Ahly Asix AtoxB) was found to be no differences
compared with the parent O157: H7 in growth feature. For Balb/c mice the fecal shedding of 0157: H7( AtoxB)
was only 1.1 x 10° CFU on the third day after oral infection whereas the parent 0157: H7 was 4.03 x 10’ CFU. Al-
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so the mice infected with O157: H7( Ahly Astx AtoxB) shed the bacteria for 9days whereas the parent 0157: H7
for above 14 days. 0157: H7( Ahly Astx AtoxB) successfully constructed in this study was found to be attenuated in
HEp-=2 cells of adherence for four times and in mouse models of colonization for shortened and lower fecal shedding
in contrast with the parent 0157: H7.
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( Enterohaemorrhagic Esche—

richia coli EHEC) 0157: H7 3 0157: H7( Ahly
o 20 EHEC 0157: H7 Astx AtoxB) o HEp-=2
Balb/c
'} . 0157:H7
. EHEC 0157: H7
o . o
EHEC 0157: H7 N 1
1.1
o 1.1.1 EHEC 0157: H7( stx1-stx2 +)
pET32a pET28a ) o
o pMEG375 sm10
0157: H7 o Stx2.Hly  ToxB o
( Locus of enterocyte effacement LEE) 1.1.2 ExTag™ (5 U/pl TaKaRa )
I I Agarose( Promega ); ( Tryptone)
O(SxI 1) p0O157 ( Yeast extract) ( OXOID ) ; pMDI18-T.
(Hly)  ToxB e BamH | EcoR 1 .Sal 1. Sph I  Not 1 (TakaRa
Six 11 Stx [ o ) ; DNA ( Axygen ) D-
1 A 5 B A ( Sigma ) o :
28S rRNA (Ap) 100 pg/mL (Sm) 100 pg/mL
EHEC 0157: H7 ( Cm) 30 pg/mL ( Gm) 50 pg/mL
;B (Spc +) 100 pg/mL ( Km) 50
( Gb3) A o pg/mL; 10% 1100 g 10 g
Stx Se 1 000 mL.
( He) ( Hus) 1.1.3 Balb/c o
o 0157 EHEC 1.2
0157 1.2.1 0157: H7( Ahly) GenBank  EHEC
- Hly 0157: H7 hlyA (NC_007414)
4 HlyC.A.B.D HlyA DNAstar Primer Premier 5.0
. Hly a- ( aHly) hlyA 5 3
RTX( Repeat toxin) 60% 655 834 bp o hlyA-NR hiyA
o 0157: H7 pO157 57 1~5 hiyA-CF hiyA 3
( Clostridium difficile) B 2 o
ToxB 9 501 bp. ToxB hly-NF: 5 4cgggalcclctaatgetitigacgte 3
LEE hly-NR: 5 -gccgaattcgteatattagttttetitc 3~
0157: H7 2 hly-CF: 5”—gctgaatlcgagactaaaagaggaggt-3~
stx hly  toxB 3 hly-CR: 5 -natgcatgctageacccagticgacgt-3”

2 hlyNF hly-NR.hly-CF  hly-CR
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BamH T \EcoR 1 Sal 1 toxB 57 3
. PCR 831 bp 863 bp o toxB-NR
:95°C 5 min 94°C 1 min 55°C 30 s 72C toxB 57 36 ~54 toxB-CF  ioxB
1 min 30 72°C 5 min 3 32 ~50 o
0 toxB-NF': 5 taggatccatccatcaggegttgtee 3~
GeneBank pSET4s toxB-NR: 5 -ggggaallclitgaliagegacaacct-3”
( AB055650) spe¥ speR toxB-CF: 5"—gccglegactaatettacccageatca-3”

spe 1 137 bp,
spcI': 5 —<egtgaattcegttegtgaatacatgttat-3
spcR: 5 -atggaattcgegettaccaattagaatga-3”

spe¥  speR
EcoR 1 o
PCR 1 95%C 5 min 94°C 1 min
56°C 30 s 72°C 1.2 min 30 72°C
7 min o
1.2.2 0157: H7( Astx) GenBank  EHEC
0157: H7 stx2A ( NC_007414)
DNAstar Primer Premier 5.0
stx2A 57 3
397 bp 229 bp o stx2 ANR
six2 A 57 1~3 stx2 A-CF sta2 A
3 3 o

sta2 ANF: 5°-aatggatcctacaaatccagcaagggee 3~
sta2 ANR: 5°gccgaattccgaaaagtctategtaaac3”
sta2 A-CF: 5 +tagaattcgeggeggattgtgctaaag 3~
sta2 A-CR: 5”-cccgeatgcecattattaaactgeacttca-3
stx2 ANF  stx2 ANR \stx2 A-CF - sta2 A-CR
BamH 1 \EcoR 1 .Sal
| o
PCR 1 95C 5 min 94°C 1 min
56C 30 s 72°C 30s 30 72°C 5
min o

Fastbac™ (

GeneBank
AY598466. 1)
Gm-R Gm 811 bp.

Gm-Y": 5°gaattcaccgtggaaacgcatgaag3~

Gm-F

Gm-R: 5" gaattcacggcttgaacgaattgtt-3”

Gm-¥ Gm-R
EcoR | - PCR
:95C 5 min 94°C 1 min 56°C 30 s 72C
50 s 30 72°C 5 min
1.2.3 OI157: H7 ( AtoxB) GenBank

EHEC 0157: H7 toxB
DNAstar

( NC_007414)

Primer Premier 5.0

toxB-CR: 5 -attgcggccgegagttatcageecgteat-3~

toxB-NF . toxB-NR . toxB-CF toxB-CR
BamH [ \EcoR 1 .Sal 1
Not |
. PCR 1 95°C 5 min 94°C 1
min 58°C 30 s 72°C 1 min 30 72°C
5 min o
GeneBank pET28 (
EF442785.1) Kan+  Kan-
R kan 1 192 bpo

Kan-F: 5”—¢cggaattcacggctacactagaaggac 3~
Kan-R: 5 -agagtcgacaaatgtgcgeggaaccecta3”

Kan¥  Kan-R
EcoR 1T  Sal 1
. PCR :95°C 5 min 94°C
1 min 56°C 30 s 72°C 1.2 min 30
72°C 7 min o
1.3
1.3.1 hly stx hlyNF  hly-
NR.hly-CF  hly-CR.spc¥  spcR 3
HN.HC  Spc PCR
1%
DNA 3  PCR
o HN HC
pMD18-T Spe PCR
pMD18-T-HN-Spc-HC
Topl0 37°C 16 h
pMEG375 BamH | Sal 1
4°C sml0 37°C
20 ~24 h
pMEG375-HN-Spc-HC o Stx hly
pMEG375-
SN-Gm-SC o
1.3.2  toxB toxBNF  toxBNR.toxB-CF
toxB-CR.Kan¥  Kan-R 3
BN.BC  Kan PCR 1%
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DNA 3 PCR 1.6.2 15 min
pET32a pET32a-BNKan-BC
Topl0 37C 16 h 3 o
o 1.7
pMEG375 BamH 1  Not 1 1.7.1 0157: H7
4°C SM10 37°C 17
20 ~24 h 5 g/L 3d3d
pMEG375-BNXKan-BC o 10° cfu/g 0.5 ¢g/L
1.4 o
Ahly Asix AtoxB 3 0157: H7
0157: H7 sm10 ( pMEG375-HN-Spc-HC) . 12 h 6 h
sml10( pMEG375-SN-Gm-SC)  sm10( pMEG375-BN-
KanBC) 5 mL LB 37°C o
o 4:1 sml0  0157: H7 1.7.2 40  Balb/C 2
| 0157: H7 | 0157: H7
LB ( ( Ahly Astx AtoxB) 10" 10°
) 37°C 10° 107 cfu/ 4 ( 1),
o 10° cfu/ o
( Strep"Cm") LB 37C o 2
1.5 2.1
14 o 0157: H7 HN  HC.SN
LB SC.BN  BC 655 834 bp.397
37°C 2% 229 bp.831 863 bp; pSET4s. pFastBac pET28
LB 37C 1~2h Spc~Gm  Kan
1~2h D- (1 mg/mL) 1137 811 1 192 bp. pMEG375
37C 1 ~2h 8000 r/min 3 pMEG375-
1 HN-Spc-HC. pMEG375-SN-Gm-SC pMEG375-BN-
10% 30C 16 ~20 h. KanBC( 1~3),
LB LB 2.2 O0157:H7
o 0157: H7 sm10
1.6 ( pMEG375-BN-Kan-BC) . sm10 ( pMEG375-HN-Spc-
1.6.1 0157: H7 3 HC)  sml10( pMEG375-SN-Gm-SC)
mlL LB ( Nal 150 mg/L) 37°C 0157: H7 ( pMEG375-HN-
16 ~20 h. SpcHC. pMEG375-SN-Gm-SC ~ pMEG375-BN-Kan-
(1% D- . DMEM ) BC 0157: H7 SmR CmR
2 x 10" c¢fu/mL 37°C 30 ).  O157:H7 10%
min. 0157: H7  HEp=2 Sm rfbE¥ /R
15 16 : JUCF /R hly¥ /R stxF¥/R. toxB¥/R spc¥ /R,
0157: H7 1 mL 24 gm=4' /R kan¥/R PCR 0157: H7
37°C.5% CO, 2 h o 0157: H7
Hank s 1 DMEM ( AhlyAstxAtoxB) o (rfoE) \H7
2h Hank s 4 (fLiC) Spe.Gm  Kan
o hly<stx  toxB 0157: H7
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hly stx  toxB o
Western blot 0
1 x
SDSPAGE NC 0157:

H7( Ahly AstxAtoxB)
4~6) .

Hly.Stx  ToxB

10 000 bp—p
7 500 bp—p

2 500 bp—p

2 626 bp

1 000 bp

M. DLA5000 Marker; 1 2. pMEG375-HN-Spc-HC.
1 pMEG375-HN-Spc-HC
Fig.1 Digestion of pMEG375-HN-Spc-HC
with BamH 1 /Sal 1

1 2 M
10 000 bp
7 500 bp
1 740 bp—» 2 500 bp
1 000 bp

M. DL45000 Marker; 1 2. pMEG375-SN-Gm-SC.
2 pMEG375-SN-Gm-SC
Fig.2 Digestion of pMEG375-SN-Gm-SC
with BamH 1 /Sal 1

1 2 3
iz sgebp

1. DL2000 Marker;2 3. pMEG375-BN-Kan-BC.
3 pMEG375-BN-Kan-BC
Fig.3 Digestion of pMEG375-BN-Kan-BC
with BamH I /Not I

.‘_107 :

1. 0157: H7( Ahly) ; 2. 0157: H7.
4 0157: H7( Ahly) Western blot
Fig.4 Western blotting assay for O157: H7( Ahly)

2 000 bp

1 000 bp
500 bp

1 2.0157: H7;3. 0157: H7( Ahly Astx) .
5 0157: H7( Ahly Astx) Western blot
Fig.5 Western blotting assay for O157: H7( A hly A stx)
1 2 3

336 kDa

1 2.0157: H7;3. 0157: H7( Ahly Astx AtoxB) .
6 O0157: H7( Ahly Astx AtoxB) Western blot
Fig.6 Western blotting assay for O157: H7
( Ahly Astx AtoxB)

2.3 O0157: H7( Ahly AstxAtoxB)

246810121620 24 30h O157:H7
( AToxB)  0157: H7 0D600
. 0157: H7( AtoxB) 0157: H7
( 7-
350 OI5TT(AhIyAstxAtos®)
30r o
2.5
2.0F
g L5F
LoF
sk
W4 6 8 0 2w
7 0157: H7

0157: H7( Ahly Astx AtoxB)
Fig.7 Comparing growth features of O157: H7
( Ahly Astx AtoxB) to parent O157: H7
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4. 00E+03

E 3. 00E+03
& 2. 00B+03
“ 1. 00E+03

0. 00E+03

Ahly Astx A toxB 0157
8 0157: H7

0157: H7( AhlyAstxAtoxB)
Fig.8 Comparing adherent features of O157: H7
( AhlyAstxAtoxB) to parent O157: H7
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H7  HEp2 (P=
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0.0002)( 8)-,
2.5 O157: H7( Ahly A\stxAtoxB)
0157: H7( A hly AstxAtoxB)
1.

( 9.
1 Balb/c
Tab.1 Comparing virulence of O157: H7
( Ahly Astx AtoxB) and parent O157: H7 to Balb/c mice

Ahly Astx A\ toxB
Dose 10" 10° 108 10’
Total 5 5 5 5

/ Death/Total 0/5 0/5 0/5 0/5
Parent strain

Dose 1010 109 108 107

Total 5 5 5 5

/ Death/total 3/5 0/5 1/5 0/5

1. O0E+08

——0157:H7

1. Q0E+O7 |
—-=— Ahly A stx A toxB

1. 00E+06

1. 00E+051

cfu/0. 1g feces

1. 00E+04 -

1. 00E+03 -

1. 00E+02

3dl5dl7dl9dI11dI12dl3d‘

9 0157: H7( Ahly Astx AtoxB)

Fig.9 Detection the shedding of 0157: H7
( Ahly Astx A\toxB)

3

85%
EHEC O 157: H7 B 0157

1-320
EHEC .

EHEC 0157: H7
10°CFU 10°
CFU
EHEC

EHEC O 157: H7

0157: H7

o Hly  Six

ToxB T3S8S o

hly  toxB stx

A
B

o 0157: H7( Ahly Asix AtoxB)

3 CFU

0157: H7( Astx Aler)
19

EHEC

0157: H7( Astx
Aler) . 0157: H7

0157: H7 ( Ahly Asix

AtoxB)
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